The retained pellet was composed of lead. There are no reported cases of systemic lead toxicity following orbital retention but this remains a theoretical risk. 1 Most metals are inert but certain metals pose specifi c problems. Retention of ferromagnetic metals will impede future MRI, while retention of iron is associated with siderosis and copper with purulent orbital infl ammation. 1 Unless there is a specifi c indication relating to the type of metal retained, removal of retro-orbital, inorganic foreign bodies should only be considered in the presence of adverse effects from retention. These indications include orbital infl ammation, infection, optic nerve compromise or restricted ocular motility. 1 -3 This is a very unusual and fortuitous presentation of an ocular air gun injury and demonstrates that conservative management in such circumstances can be most effective. 
